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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS

Professional Artist for a Pollinator-Themed Mural
Harold Jones Center — Yakima Area Arboretum

Proposal Deadline: Friday, July 30, 2026 ? RARKB”‘&ﬁEA.‘I.RUEﬁ

This Project Is Made Possible with the Support of:

Rotary :

Community Foundation

g{‘if@”}; N Yakima Valley  walmart

Yakima Area Arboretum | 1401 Arboretum Drive | Yakima, WA 98901 | (509) 248-7337



The Yakima Area Arboretum is seeking a professional artist or artist team to design and create a
large-scale mural on the south-facing wall of the Harold Jones Center. The mural will celebrate

native plants and pollinators while serving as a highly visible public art installation and
educational resource.

Visible from Interstate 82 and viewed by more than 78,000 visitors annually, the mural will
become an iconic feature of the Arboretum and help tell the story of the interconnected
relationships between plants, pollinators, and people.

Open to artists residing in Washington. We do not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
color, national origin, age, ancestry, disability or gender identity.

Established in 1967, the Yakima Area Arboretum is a 46-acre living museum and one of
Washington State's largest arboretums. Home to over 1,100 trees and woody shrubs, the
Arboretum welcomes more than 78,000 visitors annually.

People come to the Arboretum to connect with nature, attend classes, nature day camp,
preschool and events, volunteer, celebrate special occasions, and experience the beauty and
tranquility of this unique urban greenspace. The Arboretum serves as an important educational
and cultural resource for Central Washington.

Paaf'wt Goals

The selected artist will create a mural that:

e Celebrates native plants and pollinators found in Central Washington.

e Highlights the importance of pollinators and healthy ecosystems.

e Provides free and accessible public art.

e Enhances the visitor experience and creates a memorable landmark.

e Supports environmental education programs, including Nature Day Camp, Sol Shine
Preschool, and school field trips.

e Contributes to Yakima's identity as a creative and environmentally conscious community.

Site Descriplion

The mural will be installed on the south side of the Harold Jones Center, located at the Yakima
Area Arboretum.



Approximate Dimensions

e 60 feet long x 8 feet high
e Approximately 480 square feet

The mural will span the entire south wall of the building. A garage door on the west end will be
framed and covered with cement board as part of the project. Portions of the mural may extend
across existing metal surfaces. The selected artist will work with contractors and Arboretum
staff to determine the most appropriate surface preparation and materials. Including mural
quality paint which will become the property of the Arboretum.

The wall is highly visible from Interstate 82 and adjacent Arboretum pathways. If funds allow,
the mural will be lit at night.

Above: Harold Jones Center

Artistic Direction

The Yakima Area Arboretum envisions a vibrant, nature-inspired mural that celebrates the
beauty and importance of pollinators and native plants found in Central Washington. Because
the mural will serve as an educational resource for children and visitors of all ages, plants and
animals should be recognizable and generally accurate in their colors, forms, and distinguishing
characteristics.

While the artwork need not be rendered in a strictly scientific style, key species should be
depicted in a way that reflects their real-life appearance. For example, a monarch butterfly may
be stylized or artistically interpreted, but it should retain the recognizable colors and patterns
that make it identifiable. Likewise, native bees, hummingbirds, dragonflies, and flowering plants
should be portrayed in a manner that is both visually engaging and educational.



The Arboretum welcomes creative interpretations and encourages artists to develop a design
that is colorful, inviting, and accessible to all ages. Possible elements may include:

e Native pollinators such as monarch butterflies, bees, hummingbirds, and dragonflies.

¢ Native and pollinator-friendly plants and flowers found in the Yakima Valley.

e Layered scenes that illustrate the relationship between plants and pollinators.

e Educational features that can be incorporated into Nature Day Camp, Sol Shine
Preschool, school field trips, and public programs.

e Interactive elements that encourage visitors to engage with the artwork and take
photographs.

Artists are encouraged to incorporate one or more photo opportunities (selfie spot) into the
design. These may include appropriately scaled butterfly, bee, or hummingbird wings, or other
imaginative elements that allow children and adults to pose with the mural while maintaining
the overall artistic integrity of the piece.

The overall style may range from realistic to lightly stylized, but should remain family-friendly,

educational, and reflective of the Arboretum's mission to inspire people of all ages to discover
and connect with nature.

How (|Je Choose The fntist (s)

The Art Selection Committee consists of local stakeholders, including Yakima Area Arboretum
staff, board members and volunteers. The committee will review submitted qualifications and
materials of all applicants and select an artist or artist team to create a proposal and artwork.

PAG]I/(’I Schedule

Milestone Date
RFQ Issued July 10, 2026
Site Visits by Appointment July 2026
Qualifications Due July 30, 2026
Qualification Review July 31,2026

Notification to Selected Artists  July 31,2026
Artist Contract Award August 2026

Installation Summer/Fall 2026

Budgel

The total project budget is not to exceed $10,000. The Yakima Area Arboretum will be
responsible for preparing the wall surface prior to the artist beginning work. The project budget
is otherwise inclusive of all costs associated with the mural, including design, materials, paint,



supplies, travel, labor, artist fees, taxes, equipment, and any other expenses necessary to
complete the project. No additional reimbursement will be provided unless approved in writing
by the Arboretum in advance.

Request fon Qualifications

Please submit:

1. Letter of Interest
A brief statement describing your interest in the project and artistic approach.

2. Resume or Biography
Include relevant public art experience.

3. Portfolio
Provide five examples of previous work, especially large-scale murals or public art projects that
have been created in the last five years.

4. Concept Sketch
Submit a rough sketch illustrating your vision for the mural.

5. References
Include three professional references.

6. Selection Criteria
Proposals will be evaluated based on:
e Artistic quality and creativity.
e Experience with murals or public art projects.
e Ability to complete the project within budget and schedule.
e Suitability of the proposed concept to the Arboretum's mission.
e Durability and maintenance considerations.
e Ability to engage diverse audiences.

Upon selection of three artists, a color rendering will be required for further review of design
with details. $200.00 will be provided to assist with the cost of this rendering.

The final artwork that is selected will become the property of the Yakima Area Arboretum and
its use to be determined solely by the Arboretum.

Site (fisits

Artists are encouraged to visit the site prior to submitting proposals.

You are welcome to visit anytime from dawn until dusk, or appointment by contacting:
Diana Wilkinson, Director of Development

(509) 248-7337
diana@ahtrees.org



mailto:diana@ahtrees.org

Prepesal Submissien

Submit qualifications electronically in PDF format or deliver a hard copy to:

Colleen Adams-Schuppe, Executive Director
Yakima Area Arboretum

1401 Arboretum Drive

Yakima, WA 98901

Email: colleen@ahtrees.org

Proposals must be received no later than 5:00 PM on Thursday, July 30, 2026.
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